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It is considered unfortunate, to pay
money during the period of this festival,
as any sum thus parted with, will, it is
supposed, be lost to the trader, during the
whole of the ensuing year.

The objects of the Dewalli would sug-
gest, that wealth, and money as its sym-
bol, being a source of the distinctions
most coveted by men, in an ignorant
state of society, should be considered
worthy propitiation in the character of a
divinity, whose favour might be secured
by prayers and solicitation. This being,
in fact, the case, a curious custom obtains,
which has reference to this superstitious
veneration.

The bankers, or Shroffs, of Indian cities,
are in the habit of burying their wealth
in some convenient spot, usually selected
on the site of their dwellings; on any
large draughts being made on them, the
coins produced appear partially stained,
or encrusted by a red pigment, acquired
by the following practice.